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New York City Council Member Robert Cornegy Addresses 
Issues Affecting Small Businesses at Flatiron BID and Baruch 

College’s Business Assistance Forum 

-- Event featured 3D printing demonstration and workshops on technology and 
accessing financing -- 

(New York, NY) - The Flatiron/23rd Street Partnership Business Improvement District 
(BID) and Baruch College today hosted a free business assistance forum, Moving 
Beyond Today: A Road Map Forward.  In the event’s keynote address, New York City 
Council Member Robert E. Cornegy, Jr., Chair of the Committee on Small Business, 
discussed a range of topics affecting small businesses, including access to capital and 
technical assistance, and the Earned Sick Time Expansion Bill. 

“My priority is to help small businesses access capital and technical assistance so they 
can build their capacities and hire more people,” Council Member Cornegy told the 
event’s 140 attendees.  “This morning’s forum, with its workshops on those important 
topics, helps us achieve those goals.” 

On the Earned Sick Time Expansion Bill, Council Member Cornegy said, “I feel strongly 
that our city should do nothing to make it more difficult to run a successful business … 
This is why I expressed strong concerns about the accelerated implementation of earned 
sick time, especially with respect to businesses with just five employees.  I voted for the 
bill after an agreement was reached to give small businesses a six-month grace period.  
I’m doing all I can to ensure that the Department of Small Business Services, the 
Department of Consumer Affairs and the Mayor’s Office provide comprehensive, user-
friendly guidance to businesses on what the law means to them and how to implement it.”  

The keynote address followed a networking breakfast in which participants visited 
resource tables hosted by the New York City Department of Small Business Services – 
NYC Business Solutions, NYC Business Acceleration, NYC Health Insurance Link, NYC 
Department of Consumer Affairs and Baruch College’s Division of Continuing and 
Professional Studies. 
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“At the Partnership, we work to enhance our neighborhood’s reputation as one of New 
York’s most vital and exciting neighborhoods, and key to that mission is supporting our 
local business community through events like this,” Jennifer Brown, BID Executive 
Director, said in remarks to the attendees.  “We are grateful to Council Member 
Cornegy, Baruch College, Tekserve and NYC Business Solutions for providing their 
support and expertise.” 
 
Faculty from Baruch’s Lawrence N. Field Center for Entrepreneurship held a 3D printing 
demonstration and showed attendees how to incorporate the technology into their 
businesses.  Baruch is the city’s only college to offer a course in 3D printing for business. 

“One of our legacies at Baruch College is to nurture small businesses in New York City,” 
said Christina Latouf, Vice President for Communications, External Relations & 
Economic Development at Baruch College. “We were thrilled to be able to provide free 
expertise in small business development to the community as a way to further economic 
vitality.” 
 
After Council Member Cornegy’s remarks, attendees chose one of four workshops in 
which to participate: Accessing Financing; Build Your Personal Brand: Blogs and Social 
Media; Online Documents: Productivity in the Cloud; and Business Growth 
Management: Multiply, Magnify or Intensify. 

The workshops were produced with the support of NYC Business Solutions, Tekserve 
and Baruch College’s Division of Continuing and Professional Studies (CAPS). 
 
About the Flatiron/23rd Street Partnership 
 
The Flatiron/23rd Street Partnership Business Improvement District, formed in 2006, is a 
nonprofit organization whose mission is to enhance the area's reputation as one of New 
York's most vital and exciting neighborhoods. This is accomplished by maintaining a 
clean and safe environment for the district's businesses, residents and visitors; by 
spearheading area improvement projects; and by marketing the diverse business and 
retail options in this vibrant and historic neighborhood. 
 
Learn more at www.discoverflatiron.org 
Email: info@flatironbid.org 
Facebook: discoverflatiron.org/facebook 
Twitter & Instagram: @FlatironNY 
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